ExcelBOMComparer User Manual Program comparing Bill of Materials of Steel Structures

BOM = Bill of Material
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1. What is the ExcelBOMComparer program for?

1. What is the ExcelBOMComparer program for?
ExcelBOMComparer is used to compare Bill of Materials for steel structures that are contained in Excel
worksheets. The program checks two bills of materials that come from different project revisions and
compares them using item numbers (part positions). The element number from the newer list is searched for
in the older list, and only when it is found, the whole row of the newer list is compared with the row of the
older list. Such a comparison recognizes whether a given item has been modified, deleted or added to the list.
The comparison results are saved to a new Excel sheet. Rows with changed elements are marked in yellow
and changed values are marked in red. The old values are copied to each changed row to check if the
comparison is correct. For each line that is changed, a comment is written to indicate what has changed. The
list of deleted items appears at the end of the list.
Please note that the program compares raw data from Excel tables. The program does not know what
these data mean - it does not know that something is the name of the material, the name of the section's cross
section, the mass or the name of the element. Before starting the comparison, remove all data that you do
not want to compare, otherwise the program may mark it as changed. You should also remove the comments
after the previous compare operation, as the program may consider them to be old item data and mark them
as changed values.
The item number is the key by which the program searches for data in the old sheet. This key must not be
repeated on lists (Bills of Materials, Single-Item Lists, Assembly Lists, Shipping Item Lists, Drawing Lists, etc.).
Before comparing lists, enter the column number of the table where the key is located. Incorrectly given
column number causes incorrect comparison results.
The key can be the drawing number (if it is unique) then we can compare lists of drawings.
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2. Program installation and first run

2. Program installation and first run
ExcelBOMComparer does not require installation. After downloading the "zip" file, unpack it in a
convenient location. Then open the folder and run the file "ExcelBOMComparerApp.exe". In the same folder
there is a "Help" subfolder with the program manual and sample material lists.

Please read the license agreement after starting the program. After accepting the license agreement, the
main program window should appear.

3. What does the message "Not OK" mean - no license for the program
Not licensing ExcelBOMComparer renders its functions inactive. No license is shown by a red "Not OK"
message next to the "License settings" button in the main program window. If you do not have a license for
the program, you must run a trial license or enter the product key that will unlock the program.
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4. Running a trial licence – Trial licence
If you are using ExcelBOMComparer for the first time, you can run a free trial license. In the main program
window, click the "License settings" button, then select "Trial license", then click the "Start trial period" button.
The trial license runs all program functions but is time-limited. After it expires, the program will stop working
and its functions will be blocked. To use the program again, you need to purchase a license key.
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5. Entering the license key
License keys can be purchased at: https://www.ddbim.pl/go/buyexcelbomcomparer/
If you have purchased a license key, run the ExcelBOMComparer program and click the "License settings"
button. Then select the license type "License Key" and enter your key in the field for the license key. Click on
the "Activate" button to activate the key. Internet access is required to activate the key. After successful
activation, you will be informed that you have an active license.
From now on, your key is tied to the computer on which it was activated. To transfer your key to another
computer, you must first deactivate the key on that computer (by clicking the "Deactivate" button) where it is
active and then activate it on another computer. This key transfer operation can be performed any number of
times, but the computer must be connected to the Internet during activation and deactivation. Some license
keys may have a time limit - after their expiry, the program will stop working and you must purchase another
license key.
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6. Program’s Main Window

1. Language selection
2. Comment settings
3. Program license. OK - all right, NOT OK - no license
4. Selection of the Excel file with the old bill of materials. You can drop the file straight from the explorer
onto the left rectangle
5. Selection of the Excel file with the new bill of materials. You can drop the file straight from the explorer
onto the right rectangle
6. Button that starts the comparison settings wizard
7. A button that opens a folder with the instruction and sample sheets
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7. Settings
In the program, you can set your own comments that appear with changed elements. To do this, click on
the "Settings" button in the main program window. By clicking the "Import" button, you can load the comment
settings in the following languages:


English



Polish



English and Polish

The user can create his own set of comments and then export them to a file using the "Export" button to
use them on other computers.
Program remembers the last used comments.
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8. Choosing files to compare
The quickest way to select files to compare is to drag them straight out of the file explorer.

Then click the button:
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9. Overview of the Compare Setup Wizard options
After selecting two files with Excel sheets, the "Compare" button will be activated with material lists. Click
this button to open the comparison setup wizard.

9.1. Choose the sheets that you want to compare

9.2. Enter the number of the column containing the position number of the item
This is a very important part. Incorrectly given column number with the item number will result in bad
comparison results!
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9.3. Choose the list type
A normal list is a list in which the item’s position is set only once, e.g. a material list, single part list, a list
of shipping items, a list of assemblies.
The structured list of assemblies is a list of shipping items along with the single items that make up this
shipping item (assemblies). Assemblies must be separated by a blank line. In this list, the item numbers are
listed several times, but the assembly numbers can be only once.

9.4. Choose the numer of first row
The number of the first line from which the comparison will start - made in order not to compare the
headings with each other unless necessary.

Page 11/ 18
9. Overview of the Compare Setup Wizard options

9.5. Chose the number of last column.
If you do not want to compare the whole table, you can set the number of the last column to less value
than whole number of columns.

9.6. Do you want to ignore the hidden columns?
Program can ignore data in hidden columns.
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9.7. Select the target folder
Select the name of the target folder or indicate the exact path to the target folder. By default, the
comparison result will go to a subfolder named "_compared"

9.8. The last tab
The last tab reminds you to delete comments after the last comparison. Click "Start" and wait several
dozen seconds for the results.
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10. An example of comparing two lists of single items
Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Step 5.

Step 6.

Page 14/ 18
10. An example of comparing two lists of single items
Step 7.

Step 8.

Step 9.

Step 10.

Step 11.

Step 12.
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10. An example of comparing two lists of single items
Results:
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11. Example of comparing two structured lists (assemblies with their
constituent elements)
Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Step 5.

Step 6.
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11. Example of comparing two structured lists (assemblies with their constituent elements)
Step 7.

Step 8.

Step 9.

Step 10.

Step 11.

Step 12.
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11. Example of comparing two structured lists (assemblies with their constituent elements)
Results:

